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JTTST what in woman's place today the

world around? What is her status in
the old nations of Europe where for countlesscenturies she has been slowly rising from
the slavery of the dark ages? Where does
she stand in the new republics of the old
world.those nations born of strife that
shattered boundary lines and restored lands
t« their own peoples?
The persons to answer this question best

are the women themselves, and here certain
representative women, w.ho were asked to
give American readers the exact condition of
woman in their respective countries, teU
their stories.
Among the nations, one, Letvia, formerly

a part of the Russian empire, is not even
quite certain that she really is a nation, becauseAmerica has not yet recognized her.
Poland has been fighting for her very existence,while Czecho-Slovakia is a healthy,
fusty infant, with both feet securely planted
in the center of Europe.
The women who are speaking to you In

these articles are the most prominent leaders
of the new thought and progress in each of
the countries represented.

THIRST meet Madame deWitt Schlumberger,who will speak for France. She
is the granddaughter of a prime minister
under Louis Philippe and has an estate in
Normandy. She married a member of an
old Alsatian family years ago, for Madame
Schlumberger is now white-haired and near

seventy. They had five sons and one daughter.After 1870, when Alsace became a part
if Germany, every young man had to do his
military training in the German army or
have Alsace never to return. The Schlumbergersons chose the latter, turning their
tacks on the assured positions in their
father's important industries. When the
fifth son came of age the family determined
they could stand the separation no longer,
so they gave up their place in Alsace and
rstablishcd themselves in Paris.

Al! of the sons were in the late war, on*
of them was killed, and one, after serving
at the front, became attached to the French
High Commission in Washington. Another
son, an engineer of note, was appointed by
the trench Government chief engineer of
some important mines in Alsace soon after
tiiat province was restored to France.

^
Madame Schlumberger is president of the

French Lnion for Women Suffrage and first
vice president of the International Woman
Suffrage Alliance. She speaks English
Uuently and represents all that is finest in
French family, intellectual and political
life. She also has a keen sen^e of humor,
which helps her out considerably in her
tattle for women's votes in France.

Next, meet the Marquesa del Ter. a beautifulwoman of Spain, who, however, is not
a daughter of Castile, but married into the
nobility of that country. I.Ike the queen,
whom she resembles, she is English and has
the fair hair and complexion of her race.
She has a son who is an officer in the
Spanish army and is now in Morocco.

T WISH that I might in some small measureconvey the wonderful impression
made by the women representing British
India at the suffrage meeting. They seemed
to make of the world such a very small
place; they seemed to make the human
being stand out as such, with the same

*"lltincts, the same necessities, the same
ultimate aims, whether that human being
wore white, yellow or black; whether he
were Hindu. Mohammedan, Hebrew or
(_ hristian. Only the methods of arriving
at those ultimate aims were different. But
even those methods could be discussed on
common ground, and their very divergence
#iade the possible scheme of human
existence so much more interesting than if
frery one were alike.

#
We "sisters of a western civilization"

fca-1 plenty of opportunity of meeting and
observing these fascinating, dusky women of

far-off land. The delegation of ten or a

dozen Indian women stayed at the Hotel
«ie la Paix, headquarters of the American
®nd British delegations. Conspicuous in
their gorgeous fabrics and sparkling jewels
.the dress of their native India.these
women were constantly engaged in conversationin the hotel lobby, or in the
restaurant.

I rather think they looked down upon us,

mere children of a western civilization,
which seemed so sure that its methods,
ideals and its ways of progress were above
those of Asia. They never for one instant
forgot that they came from Asia, the mother
of all races. Asia whose knowledge goes back
thousands of years when Europe was yet
in chaos, perhaps even uninhabited except
by wild beasts.

I had "interviews** with Mrs. Naida, and
with other Indian women, as we met in the

hotel, or taxied back and forth to the conventionmeetings, at the other end of

Geneva. Their sumptuous draperies.one
end of the fabric, usually embroidered in

silver or gold, formed a scarf over the head,
and a subtle, mysterious perfume floated
from their graceful folds, hanging loosely,
or folding cape like around the figure. Of
course one cannot imagine such costumes
in the grime or rain of western city streeL;,
but in the scintillating sunshine of Geneva,
surrounded by the vivid greenish blue of
the Lake of Geneva and the roseate whitenessof the Alps rising beyond, those costumesseemed to fit harmoniously.
But in spite of personal conversations, I

don't believe one could give a more faithful

impression of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu than to

present her article below. She made a

speech at the congress which was recognizedon all sides as the sensation of the

meeting.
She is a high-caste Hindu and one of th*

first of her station to emancipate herself.
She is credited with having accomplished a

great deal toward conciliating the Hindu and
Moslem elements in India. She is a stanch

supporter of woman suffrage for India and
has appeared before committees of the House
of Commons on this subject. A poetess of
note, her books of verse have made her a

fellow of the Royal Society of Literature,'
Great Britain and Ireland, who rose to the
greatest heights, and who brought the inea

sage of the Far East to the West.
Mrs. Xaidu is a handsome woman, who

iij» proudly that she is past forty, but

/
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[AN IN NEV
She Is Playing in
taking From the.
whose dusky skin is unmarked by time aM
whose black, softly waved hair has the satin
sheen of youth. Her great black eyes seem

to see ceuturies back into the misty past,
5©t look far ahead in the future. She speaks
in beautiful, polished English, her voice
round and vibrant.

POLAND is represented by Marie Dolicka.The representative the Polish
Government intended sending to the Geneva
convention could not leave Warsaw. And
the foreign office sent insistent wires to

Berne, directing the Polish minister there
to send some one. It so happened that
Maria Dolicka had just arrived after a

hectic journey from Warsaw to be secretaryof the Polish Press Bureau in Switzerland.This position makes her a member of
the foreign office staff in its diplomatic
service. She hadn't even unpacked her bags
and took the next train to Geneva, bringing
tidings direct from Poland. She is a little
woman, showing the privations of war and
of her journey, and is a graduate of thf

University of Warsaw.
Madame Anna Kenin is another stanch

patriot from one of the new nations. And
no one is working harder for the recognition
of Letvia, comprising less than 3,000,000
inhabitants, than Madame Kenin. Wife of
the Lettish minister to Poland, she is
serving independently in Letvia's diplomaticservice and is connected with the
legation in Paris. She was at the Geneva
congress as official representative of her
government. But her political activities go
further back than the present. As early as

3915, in a conference of nationalities
struggling for existence, which was held in
Lausanne. Madame Kenin made a stirring
plea for her nation, once a part of vast
Russia. She has also served as representativeof her country in Stockholm.

Miss Franteska Plaminkova speaks for
Czecho-Slovakia, the most lusty infant
among all the new nations. She is a memberof the municipal council of Prague and
a close friend of Dr. Alice Masaryk, daughter
of the president of Czecho-Slovakia. When
the capital of the new republic tendered a

luncheon to visiting American journalist* a

few months ago, it was Miss Plaminkova
who was sent to represent the municipality.
She has been a feminist leader in her

Frau Adela Schrieber-Krieger

country for years and was the official representativeof the C'zecho-Slovak Governmentat the Geneva congress.
Frau Adela Sehrieber-Kripger is white

haired and sad looking, with great black
eyes. She rame to the Geneva convention
two days late because she had been campaigningfor her election to the German
Reichstag in Lower Silesia, although she
lives in Berlin, the German constitution not
requiring members of the Reichstag to live
in the districts they represent. She is
active in women's civic associations, but
her most important work has been for the
starving children of Germany. She is
chairman of the children's section of the
German Red Cross Society.

Suffrage Program
France Follows

By Mme. De W. Schlumbergei
THESE are the things our women an

asking of Parliament:
Their political rights in ratification bj

the Senate of the law voted May 120, 1919
by the Chamber of Deputies according fuL
right of suffrage to women.

Their civil rights in revision of the lawj
which establish the inferiority of the marriedwoman, as follows:

Suppression of the legal incapacity of
the married woman, free disposition of
her person and of ber property.

Right of the married woman to preserveher own nationality.
Equalizing the rights of the father betweenmother and father, and modificationof the father's right of correction.

For Protection of the Race
Struggle against alcoholism Absolut*

prevention of fabrication and sale of alcoho
for drinking purposes. Limitation of sal
of liquors. Rigorous application of the lav
against drunkenness. Establishment o

foyers in city and country, sales of healthfu
drinks, etc.

Struggle against immorality.Suppressioi
of regulation of prostitution ; reform of cus
toms; protection of minors.

Struggle against tuberculosis . Creatioi
of sanatoria: of dispensaries; treatment fo
pre-tuben-ulai cases; building of cheap, sani
tary houses.

Struggle against depopulation.Protectioi
of ehildren#und«'r one year of age; effectiv
application of the law of Theophile Roussel
protection of large families; struggle agains
infant mortality.
For Protection of the Individual

Similar development for children, botl
boys and girls.Reform of education towari
a more democratic spirit; realization o

obligatory schooling: extending age o

schooling until fifteen years; creation o

obligatory technical education until eighteei
years; possibility of accession for all t
secondary and superior education; unifica
tion of education program for both sexes
Development of physical education.
Protection of Workers. Both Men and
Women, Manual and Intellectual

Entrance of women into all careers ope
to men on same conditions as men.

Rigorous application of the principl
"Equal pay for equal work."

Rigorous application of the law concern
ing work at domicile and miniuui
wage.
Struggle Against the High Cost of Lhing

Organization and development of ce
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operative societies for producers and consumers.
The feminists of France are convinced

that only a collaboration between men and
women will jive back to the country its
vitality and power. Therefore, they ask
that the inequalities under which French
womep are suffering shall be removed.

Basis of India's
Suffrage Demand

By Mrs. Sarojini Naidu
NOT without a due sense of my great

privilege do I venture to present, in
briefest outline, some of the reasons on
which the women of India base their claim to

Delegates
^

A group of delegates at Geneva f
extreme left, Mra. Chandraseu, fr
Chapman Catt, who presided at the
Aziz Ferouhr Klbrlzll, of Constant
Edward Gauntlet, of Japan, and i

of B

The Marquesa del Ter Mrs. Frantei

equal franchise in the scheme of reforms to

inaugurate responsible self-government for
India.

I mav observe that my sole title to be
i^gsrd^d as an AH-India representative of
my s^x on a quesiion of such far-reaching
importance lies in the fact that I am intimatelyaware of e>ery shade of orthodox
and progressive opinion alike throughout
the countfj, and I am closely associated
with all the larger public movements of the
day, especially in relation to the vital and
delicate problem of the Hindu-Moslem unity.
Wherein has her sex disqualified the Indianwoman, or disinherited ber. from the

rich honors she has earned in equal emulationand comradeship with her brother in

every field of intellectual or patrioitc endeavor?
In our older universities she has won

brilliant distinction in the arts and sciences,
medicine, law, and Oriental learning. She
holds office in the courts and senates of our

, younger universities, like the Hindu I*niversityof Benares and the Women's UniIvcrsity of Poonah and the National University,as also in the Bombay University.
r She has evinced her creative talent in

literature and music; she has proved her
I consummate tact and resource in administeringvast properties and intricate affairs,

and demonstrated beyond all question her
marvelous capacity to organize and sustain
great educational institutions and large
philanthropic missions for social service.

Moreover, not only has she participated
iu the programs of our great periodic nationalassemblies, but has not infrequently
been called upon to guide their deliberations,
direct their policies, harmonize their differences.and unite their ideals toward a com8mon goal of self-realization.

In the name of the women of India* 1

J niake my ®PPeal to the statesmen of a

f glorious country whose cherished freedom
1 if broad-based upon a people s will.

a

; Poland's Plea
j For Equal Vote
» By Maria Dolicka
j T SPEAK for a country where blood has

not ceased to flow. I know that, ia
certain quarters, Poland is blamed for still

^ fighting.
It is necessary to understand the psy|

chology of a people and of the women, who,
f thanks to the war, have obtained their
a liberty.of a people, who, in the nineteenth
o century, while at the summit of civilization,

suffered during that century a shameful
slavery, which was only a shame for all of
Europe.

Yes, it is true! We waited for that
n world war, predicted and foretold by our

greatest poets and prophets 100 years ago!
* It is since that time that we have wanted

it, have dreamed of it and. with Miekienwics, have prayed God for it. It is not
surprising that, having waited so long,
re have been able to come to the end so

i- quickly.

N INTERN,
Tar-torn World Is
5 in All Parts of
bllo Ledger Co.)

Ton mu,t pardon us this, all the more

because Poland, having obtained her own

hb*riy> c*n now deliver herself to the joj
and happineBg of bringing this liberty to
0'',er nations, jounger and more feeble, like
the Ukraine and Lithuania, which are oppressedby Russia, as we have been heretofore.
When this end shall have been attained,

the war in the east will end by itself, just
as it finished in the west at the moment of
the deliverance of Poland.
At the moment of Poland's resurrection,

the Polish woman presents herself at the
electoral urn, the equal of man, a free and
happy citizen of a free and happy nation.
The decree of electoral law of the Diet,

published in December, 1918, by the Council
of Ministers, and signed by the chief of
state, Joseph PUsudaki, was based on

' """ thr Wry Lml- of the E
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suffrage congress; to the rear, Mme.
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lombay
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principles wholly democratic, and gave tc
women all rights of the eleetor.

Jhe vote in Poland is universal, without
restrictions for sex or religion, equal, secret
and proportional. All men and women citizensaged twenty-one years have the right
to vote. The participation of women in
the voting was very active. Having obtainedour political rights, by the same fact
we have the right to take part in the administrationof our country.
At this moment, there are seven women

in the national Diet. They have already
obtained a law which prohibits selling oi
liquor to municipalities. In the municipal
councils we have several women ; in several
localities they are even presidents or vic<
presidents of municipal councils.

Aside from this great victory for women
a great work is atill in front of us to obtaina reform of the civil code conccrnini
married women and mothers. Inasmuch a'

Polish women do not possess in all domain'
the same rights as men, they are not ceasingtheir efforts for further equality.

Women in the
German Republic

By Adela &chrieber-K.rwgcr
fT\HE new spirit of democratic Germanj

for the co-operation of men and womei
has proved stronger than the old tradition ol
suspicion between men and women. The
results of this co-operation are to be seen
everywhere. Women are beginning to realizemore and more that the welfare of theii
children, their kitchens and their homes an
hound inextricably with sensible lawmaking
They realize they must le represent-<l bot>
in inner and in foreign politics, and that it ii
their duty to try to make things better. Onli
when each one in Germany does his duty wil
there be better conditions.

New Republic of
Letvia Speaks

By Madame Anna Kenin
T ETVJA declared itself an independen
-Li state on November 18, 1918, when
thanks to the defeat of Germany and th
downfall of Russia, the Lettish people sat
itself in a position to declare and to asser
its national independence, of which it ha
been deprived for centuries.

Lettish men, having been under foreig
rule and oppression, were almost as fa
removed from legislative and adroinistra
tive affairs of the country as were the worn
en. The two sexes had been obliged to wor

together in national organizations, create
either to preserve and to develop the na
tional culture of the people, or to struggl
to obtain its independence. Therefore, hav
iug thus struggled together, having thi
worked and suffered together, at the momei
of making a constitution for the Le1
state, there never was a question of d<
priving women of political rights. And

VTIONAL si
< Graphically Told
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is sine*"the very beginning of the organizationof the Lett state that women hare
taken part in the labors of the national
council, as well as in the municipal councils.
However, neither in 1918 nor in 1919

could regular elections take place everywhere,because a large part of the territory
was invaded, on one side by German armies,
on the other side by Bolshevist troops.

It is only at the beginning of this year,
the country having definitely rid itself of all
its enemies, that elections in proper fashion
were held.with universal suffrage, direct
and proportional.for officers of municipalities,and for members to the constitutional
assembly, which is now sitting at Riga.
Men and women having attained the age

of twenty-one years voted equally, and ths
zeal of women to bring their votes to ths

artli Gathered to Plead for Equj

b. i
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Mme. de Witt Schlumberger

electoral urns *as not less than that of
men.
We have five women among 150 deputies,

and the proportion of women among municipalofficers is 6 per cent. In addition,
several women hold important positions in
the administration and among the representativesof our diplomatic service.
The women of Letvia had no fear of

l(»6inf their rights in thr Lett *tate.
They know very well that tho entire Lett
people is penetrated by democratic idea* ia
the true sense of the word. Nevertheless,

f they have other worries which they shart
with the men of their country, aud which
concern the international situation "of Letivia, not yet definitely settled.

j Czecho-Slovakia
Grants Rights

By b ranteska Plaminkova
fTVHE position of women in the CzechoSlovakrepublic today in respect of
political rights may be regarded as the
realization of the boldest hopes of those who
have labored for the civic rights of woman
and of the hopes of all who have desired to
see civic equality forming the basis of the

r state. Since the war ended women have

J been placed on complete equality of rights
, with men; all differences of class and stand(

ing have vanished so far as concerns the
political rights of citizens of the republic.
There are few places in the whole world

. where such a radical change has already
s taken place in the position of women with

regard to political rights.
i In the sittings of Parliament women were
» successful exponents of their own views and
f the views of the parties to which they be1longed: they presented bills and frequent

successes attended their efforts. To mentiononly one or two points: Women proposedplans for the betterment of the social
conditions of students; for the taking over

by the state schools and places of education
, hitherto conducted by monasteries, convents
> or other church organizations; for placing

girls' middle schools under state control; for
converting into state institutions, ret

organizing and extending. women's terlinicaland industrial schools and schools of

'e domestic economy; for establishing central

r refuges for children aud children's homes;
,t for introducing day instruction in apprentice
J schools; for prohibiting evening aud Sunday

instruction; and for regulating the legal
n position and the conditions of advancement
r of women teachers in the national schools.

In June, 1919, the first elections took
place.the elections to local and municipal

k bodies. They took place according to the
d system of fixed lists of candidates.that is
- to say, the names of the candidates are

arranged in a certain order by the political
parties on lists which It is not allowed afterisward to alter. The executive committees of

it the parties have thus the power, according
tt to whether their standpoint toward women

!- is a progressive one or not, to place womIten's names in such a position on the list

r
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that they bare a prospect of be.ug actually
elected.
From these flections we father tbt fa>W

lowing interesting statistics.
The number of women voters was trnrh

larger than that of men Toters. Of the
total number of voters 2,746,641. or 54 per
cent, mere women snd only 2.802,916, or

46.6 per cent, men. Also the dutj of
recording their votes waa better fulfilled by
the women than by ths men, 00.4 per cent
of men voting as against 92.6 per cent of
women. The number of women organised
in the ranks of the various parties vanes
from 20 per cent to 70 per cent. According
to private atatistics about 12 per cent of
those elected were women.
The first elections to Parliament (House

of Deputies and Senate) did not take
place til] the end of April, 1920. Women

il Rights

Kh India at the suffrage meeting
nail. The children of Asia. the
lowledge goes back thousands of
Europe.they seemed superior to
heir outlook on life had a breadth
hat was surprising

took s great part in these elections. The>
took place according to the system of ti*e«i
list* of candidates a? above explained Out
of 30*J members elected to the House of
Deputies, thirteen.that is. 4 per cent.

w^re women. Out of 150 to the Senate, three
~-tbat is, 2 per cent.were women.

There are two reasons why fewer women
candidates were placed in assured places on

the lists of candidates; the men feare<l that
the complicated conditions demanded the
election of politicians of previous experi^nr*.
The women naturally did not find thi> ex

planation satisfactory.

Spain's Part in
Big Movement

By the Marquesa del Ter

IT IS only since the ls*t very few *esr,

that the women of Spsm bar. understoodthat tbey, too. must follow the womeus freedom movement and that the; mutt
work for their enfranchisement.

1 would remind you that we are not n»wcomersinto the era of feminine progress,
for you will find in the history of Spa^n
many examples of women who while occupiedwith their hornet and tbe administrationof their property, filled at the aam,

time important functions with tbe govern
raentwhen the head of tbe family was away

at war.

I would point out to you Fraocisca da
Nebrija and Francisca Medrano, high lights
of the Universities of Salamanca and of
Aicala; Beatrice Galindo, Saint Theresa of
Jesus, Queen Berengere of Castile, Queen
Marie of Molina, who was tb« glory
and support of three successive reigna.
Isabclle, the Catholic, who helped discoverAmerica, and many others still
celebrated for their intelligence and the
things they accomplished.
The press is constantly occupying itself

with the feminist movement, and we have
several newspapers which hare offered us
their support. Senor Burgos y Maxo formerminister of the interior, has included
in his program votes for women, and w«

may hope that our expectations will becomereality.
Although the constitution of our conn

trygrants certain advantages to women, as.
for instance, a right to inheritance, to
which she has right at the death of her
husband, nevertheless, in many ways, worn *

an finds herself lowered in her dignity as
mother, as, for instance, the appointment
of a guardian for her children if, baring
become a widow, she marries again. This
is even one of the important reasons why
we are asking for a reform of the cods
civil. In Spain woman cannot dispose of
her own personal fortune, oi»en an aoooant
in a bank, or administer an inheritance
without the content and authorisation of
her husband.
We change the guardianship of our parentsfor that of tbe husband; therefore, boforethe law, we always renisin minora.
Until the age of majority of his children,

s fsther msy dispose of their lives snd keep
them away entirely from the care of tbe
mother! This fact is all the more to be
regretted because it deprives children of
maternal care exactly at tbe sge when they
are most indispenssble.
We bsve msde severs! revests of the

government, without success, I regret to
say, one of them.the most important, to
my mind.asking adherence of Spain to the
convention of The Hague, concerning th.
marriage of Spanish subjects contracted in
foreign territory.

All our women "a organisations, without
exception, are asking for the vote; the Liberalparty and the Republican party are
giving their support to this demand. Thu
must be raid to their credit, because, if th,
messure is adopted, tbe majority of th<
Conservative party, with the unqueetionea
support of women, will be increased.
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